Crosserlough NS Newsletter

Dear Parent/Guardian

June has been a very busy month at school. It is hard to believe that we are at the end of another school year.
Please take time to read the following updates. Reminder, School will close on Tuesday, 24" of June at 12 noon.
We return on Thursday 28" of August.

Staffing updates: Enrolment & Staffing arrangements for 2025/2026

Class Number of Pupils Teacher

Junior & Senior Infants 22 Mrs Debbie Coleman
1st & 2nd class 20 Mrs Fiona O Reilly

3rd & 4th class 27 Mrs Siobhan Clarke
5th & 6th class 24 Mrs Noreen Doherty
Special Education Teacher (SET) Miss Moyra McGoohan
Special Education Teacher (SET) Mrs Teresa Galligan

School Tours: 6" class pupils enjoyed a trip to Emerald Park with their teacher. A great day was had by all.

The Junior School tour was on Wednesday, 11" of June. The pupils went to Shannon Adventure Centre. No doubt
they had great fun there. Photos were shared with parents on classdojo. The Senior School tour was on Friday, 13"
of June. The pupils went to Funtasia Theme Park, Drogheda. They really enjoyed their day out.

Child Protection: All classes completed the Stay Safe programme this year.

Curriculum Development:

The staff engaged with the Primary Maths Curriculum and will continue to implement the new elements of the
curriculum in the senior classes. We will continue to focus on well-being and the primary Maths curriculum in
2025/2026. The new curriculum is presented in five broad curriculum areas as shown below. Five Broad New
Curriculum Areas:

Language (English, Irish, and a modern foreign language from stage 3 onwards)
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) Education
Wellbeing (Social, Personal and Health Education and Physical Education)s

e Arts Education (Art, Music and Drama)

e Social and Environmental Education (History and Geography).
It is expected that the specifications of the new Framework will be introduced in the 2025/2026 school year.
Maths Evaluation
On Monday 9" and Tuesday 10" of June Inspector Heidi Collins carried out an inspection of the Teaching and
learning of Maths throughout the whole school. She met with a small group of pupils from 4, 5" & 6" class to
discuss how they were taught Maths and what they have learnt in maths. She verbally reported to the staff that
she was very impressed by the pupils who spoke with great passion and enthusiasm and shared all their
learning experiences in maths throughout the whole school. A report will be shared with the school community
in September.
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Student Council: Report by Azura Manning

This term the student council organised a bake sale to cover the cost of the goals we bought in a previous
meeting. We decided to have a joint meeting with the active schools committee and the gardening committee to
agree on what to bake. Some of the things made included brownies, lemon drizzle cake, blondies, buns, muffins,
chocolate biscuit cake and cupcake sandwiches. On the 16" of June, the day of the bake sale each class got a
chance to buy something. A different four people went out to sell for each class to give everyone a chance to sell.
At the end of the day any things left over, and the baking specially made was sold to the parents. Father Peter
also contributed. We made €405.20 for the school and the bake sale was a great success.

Gardening Committee: Report by Sarah Ames

This year on the gardening committee we planted lots of different seeds and plants, they are growing well. During
the week we transferred the broccoli, broad beans and lettuce from small pots to raised beds. The potatoes are
growing well, and we hope to harvest them when we go back to school in September. We also have some nice
flowers in a pot in the yard area. The garlic and onions are going to be ready soon too. We are looking forward to
seeing everything when it is harvested in September.

Active School’s Committee

The committee have been very busy this term with Active Schools Week. The committee led their schoolmates
daily in different fun activities to keep us energised and motivated. It was a brilliant year overall especially winning
the Active Schools Award for Ulster. This committee were engaged and determined so a big thank you to you all.
We hope you continue to join groups and play sports in the future.

Standardised Testing:

During the month of May pupils in 1st to 6th class completed the Drumcondra Maths, Reading & Spelling Tests.
The results of the Maths and Reading Tests are communicated to parents in the end of year reports. It's a formal
test and sometimes pupils get nervous and don’t get the result that is reflective of their overall ability. Please don'’t
adwell on the scores your child gets. It’s only a small snapshot of your child’s literacy and numeracy skills.

SPORT

The boys and girls took part in Cumann na mBunscol football competition over the past few weeks and after
playing 5 schools the girls made it to the Division 5 final in Breffni Park on Wednesday,4" of June. They put up a
great battle against Redhills NS and were unfortunate not to win. We would like to thank Mrs Siobhan Clarke for
training the girls and arranging their matches. We would also like to thank Brid for liaising with the other schools
and Crosserlough GAA club for allowing the blitzes to happen on their grounds.

School football leagues began in the first week in June. There was a mixed junior and senior league. We wish to
thank the staff for organising and refereeing the leagues. We would like to thank Cian Boylan for refereeing the 2
finals and for presenting the medals to all the league winners and runners up. The Most Improved Player of the
junior league was awarded to Oran Campbell and Aine Donnelly was presented with the plaque for Most
Improved Player in the senior league.
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The results of the 2025 school leagues were as follows:

Junior League Winners Mixed Senior League Winners
Jack Smith Neala Smith

Oscar Doyle Philip Maguire

Annabelle Smith Darragh Curwin

Luke Reilly Lucas O Reilly

Robyn Everett Katie Smith

Ellie Briody Katie Hannan

Mila reilly Charlie Reilly

Faye Maguire

Michael Smith

Junior League Runners-up Mixed Senior League Runners-up
Oran Campbell Aine Donnelly

Nessa Hewitt Karina Kavalauskaite

Roisin Fagan Jessie Kerran

Darragh Brady Max Manning

Jessica Hannan Aoibhinn Kelly

Alfie O Reilly Jackson Everett

Anna Campbell
Paige Garry

Ollie Costello coached the children before Easter for 6 weeks and we are very grateful to the County board for
arranging the coaching in schools. We really appreciate all the coaching Ollie has done throughout the year.

Fyffes Ireland’s Fittest Schools

We are proud Ulster winners of Fyffes Fittest Schools competition. The pupils participating did us proud on the
day when they competed in various events against 3 other schools in Ulster. The All-Ireland final was held in
Athlone on Monday, 19th of May. We were runners up in the final and took home a grand prize of €1,000 of
sports equipment. It was a fantastic achievement, and we are so thankful to Mrs Clarke and Mrs Doherty for
getting our school involved.

Track and Field Event in Shercock: Report by Jake Brady

On Thursday the 22" of May 16 pupils from our school participated in the school’s track and field event in
Shercock. We entered 3 relay teams in the competition. The junior girls got placed 1% in their heat but
unfortunately didn’t get placed in the final. The junior boys came 4™ in their heat. The senior girls got placed 3™ in
their heat and 5™ in the final. The senior boys came 3 in their heat but didn’t get placed in the final. Katie Hannan
placed 4" in the 600m final. Charlie Reilly came 3™ in the 600m boys’ race and brought home a medal. Well done
to everyone who competed and well done Charlie!

BOM 2023 - 2027

The Board have had meetings in October, January, April and June.
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Uniforms

The school crest will be on any new half-zips purchased in the future. It replaces the GAA crest which has been
sold to parents in the past. We hope to gradually phase out the half-zip with the GAA crest. The uniform can be
purchased in Quik Pick in Ballyjamesduff.

Sports Day & Active School’'s Week

Active school’s week was the last week of the school year. We had lots planned for the week. On Monday the
pupils enjoyed and were surprised when the Ice-cream van arrived compliments of Dial-a-chef. On Tuesday the
committee organised games for the classes. On Wednesday we_had a scavenger hunt. On Thursday we had
Sport’s Day. On Friday the school league finals took place. Thank you to the members of our Active School’s
committee: for their hard work all year organising various activities.

School Books and Stationary list for 2025/2026 — The pupils will receive a stationary list from their teachers
before they get their summer holidays. Stationary for junior and senior infants will be ordered by the school. All
books, workbooks and copies will be purchased by the school during the summer and will be distributed to pupils
in September. Payment for art/craft/photocopying, pupil school insurance and digital licences will be collected in
September.

School Lunches

Parents will be asked to update their children's profiles to the correct class for the 2025/26 school year before
finishing the 2024/2025 school year - this will allow a smooth start to the new school year once all profiles have
been updated. If profiles are not updated this could result in lunches being sent to the wrong classroom. They will
be sending out a customer satisfaction survey to parents and staff. This survey is based around customer
satisfaction, food quality and variety and customer service and our new app — It will be very important to fill out
the survey as it will highlight focus areas for improvement for the next school year.

6th Class Graduation Our 6th class had their graduation mass on Thursday, 19th June. We say goodbye to the
following students: Casey Apina, Mia Brady, Urte Baranskatie, Aine Donnelly, Verity McEvoy, Neala Smith, Polina
Mischenko, Karina Kavaliauskaite, Jessie Kerran

Sadly, we are also saying farewell to some families who have been part of the school community for a very long
time: Karina’s family, Casey’s family, Verity’s family, Neala’s family, Jessie’s family and Polina’s family. We would
like to thank their parents for the support they gave to the school down through the years.

We wish to thank the teachers, our secretary, Brid, our cleaner Pauric, Board of management members and the
Parent’s Association for all their support throughout the year. We hope everyone has an enjoyable summer break
and will be ready and refreshed to return to school on Thursday, 28" of August.

Yours Sincerely,
Teresa Galligan Siobhan Clarke
School Principal Deputy Principal



